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Abstract: As today Uzbekistan is making a lot of reforms in education system, especially in 

teaching foreign languages with new technologies, it is actual to study every new sphere and 

method of new system. The article learns four characteristics distinguish distance learning and 

problems.    
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Introduction. Today second language learning process has changed a lot. A number of new 

approaches, methods, techniques have come out. Distance learning has become an urgent process 

for language learning issue at present time. Distance learning is an important part of second 

language learning today. As not all classes are conducted in face to face format, distance learning 

has become essential part of second language learning. Distance learning is a quite system to 

conduct but anyway if it is organized appropriately it can bring effective results. That is why it is 

actual to study and to focus on essential issues of distance learning.  

Discussions and results. Distance learning, also called distance education, e-learning, and 

online learning, form of education in which the main elements include physical separation of 

teachers and students during instruction and the use of various technologies to facilitate student-

teacher and student-student communication. Distance learning traditionally has focused on 

nontraditional students, such as full-time workers, military personnel, and nonresidents or 

individuals in remote regions who are unable to attend classroom lectures. However, distance 

learning has become an established part of the educational world, with trends pointing to ongoing 

growth.  

An increasing number of universities provide distance learning opportunities. A pioneer in the 

field is the University of Phoenix, which was founded in Arizona in 1976 and by the first decade of 

the 21st century had become the largest private school in the world, with more than 400,000 

enrolled students. It was one of the earliest adopters of distance learning technology, although many 

of its students spend some time in classrooms on one of its dozens of campuses in the United States, 

Canada, and Puerto Rico. A precise figure for the international enrollment in distance learning is 

unavailable, but the enrollment at two of the largest public universities that heavily utilize distance 

learning methods gives some indication: in the early 21st century the Indira Gandhi National Open 

University, headquartered in New Delhi, had an enrollment in excess of 1.5 million students, and 

the China Central Radio and TV University, headquartered in Beijing, had more than 500,000 

students. 

Students and institutions embrace distance learning with good reason. Universities benefit by 

adding students without having to construct classrooms and housing, and students reap the 

advantages of being able to work where and when they choose. Public-school systems offer 

specialty courses such as small-enrollment languages and Advanced Placement classes without 

having to set up multiple classrooms. Various terms have been used to describe the phenomenon of 

distance learning. Strictly speaking, distance learning (the student’s activity) and distance teaching 

(the teacher’s activity) together make up distance education. Common variations include e-learning 

or online learning, used when the Internet is the medium; virtual learning, which usually refers to 

courses taken outside a classroom by primary- or secondary-school pupils (and also typically using 

the Internet); correspondence education, the long-standing method in which individual instruction is 
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conducted by mail; and open learning, the system common in Europe for learning through the 

“open” university (see below).  

Four characteristics distinguish distance learning:  

1) Distance learning is by definition carried out through institutions; it is not self-study or a 

nonacademic learning environment. The institutions may or may not offer traditional classroom-

based instruction as well, but they are eligible for accreditation by the same agencies as those 

employing traditional methods.  

2) Geographic separation is inherent in distance learning, and time may also separate students 

and teachers. Accessibility and convenience are important advantages of this mode of education. 

Well-designed programs can also bridge intellectual, cultural, and social differences between 

students.  

3) Interactive telecommunications connect individuals within a learning group and with the 

teacher. Most often, electronic communications, such as e-mail, are used, but traditional forms of 

communication, such as the postal system, may also play a role. Whatever the medium, interaction 

is essential to distance education, as it is to any education. The connections of learners, teachers, 

and instructional resources become less dependent on physical proximity as communications 

systems become more sophisticated and widely available; consequently, the Internet, mobile 

phones, and e-mail have contributed to the rapid growth in distance learning.  

4) Distance education, like any education, establishes a learning group, sometimes called a 

learning community, which is composed of students, a teacher, and instructional resources—i.e., the 

books, audio, video, and graphic displays that allow the student to access the content of instruction. 

Social networking on the Internet promotes the idea of community building. On sites such as 

Facebook and YouTube, users construct profiles, identify members (“friends”) with whom they 

share a connection, and build new communities of like-minded persons. In the distance learning 

setting, such networking can enable students’ connections with each other and thereby reduce their 

sense of isolation.  

Conclusion. Distance learning describes any learning that happens without the students being 

physically present in the lesson. (However, this could also apply to the teacher in certain situations). 

Historically, this described correspondence courses in which students would communicate with 

their schools or teachers by mail. More recently, distance education has moved online to include a 

huge range of systems and methods on practically any connected device.  
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