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Abstract: As we know distance learning is conducted according to rules, it can be a real
comfortable way of learning but if there are problem with technical equipment, the expected result
cannot be achieved. Often considered to be the lesser cousin of regular education, distance
education is often plagued by lack of enough good quality faculty members. The article analyzes the
types of distance learning and their differentiation.
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Introduction. In other cases, even if the instructor is good, he or she may not be comfortable
with teaching in an online environment. Sometimes the technology might not do full justice to the
delivery and design of the course. A student loses out in all these scenarios. Distance education
providers should realise that it is not the technology, but good and effective teachers that teach
students. Overdependence on technology can be a major drawback in distance learning mode of
education, especially when the learning takes place in an online environment.

Discussions and results. Though there are lots of learning (and teaching) options online,
there are a few types that are well supported by existing systems and established pedagogies.

Video conferencing is a common way for teachers to interact directly with students in live
lessons. This could be a one-on-one session or a class-like scenario in which multiple students
connect to the teacher live.

Synchronous learning is when all the students learn together at the same time (and often even
place) but the instructor is at another location. It often features video or teleconferencing that
connects teachers and learners digitally.

Asynchronous learning is a less connected but also less constrained format. Instead of live
online lessons, students are given learning tasks with deadlines. They then self-study to complete
the assignments.

Open-schedule online courses add yet another layer of flexibility. It is a type of asynchronous
course setup, except there aren’t any deadlines either. This is ideal for learners with other demands
on their time, such as professionals or stay-at-home parents.

Fixed-time online courses are a type of synchronous course that requires online users to all
visit a specific virtual location at a set time and place (e.g. a webinar). Unlike more rigid
synchronous lessons, this does allow students from anywhere in the world to connect and interact
online.

Computer-based distance education is a fixed-time, synchronous lesson on computers, usually
a computer lab. This is most common in existing institutions that already have access to the
necessary devices.

Hybrid learning is a specific type of blended learning where students are learning the same
lesson in real-time (i.e. synchronous distance learning) but some of the students are physically
present while others are learning remotely.

Common Types of Distance Learning. Distance education is clearly different from regular
education in terms of a student or teacher’s physical presence. For the most part, it translates into
increased freedom for both learners and educators, but it also requires higher degrees of discipline
and planning to successfully complete the course of study. The enhanced freedom of remote
learning is most clearly seen in the fact that students can choose courses that fit their schedules and
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resources. (Teachers can do the same.) And in the case of digital learning, students can also choose
the location and teaching styles that best suit their needs.

The flip side of freedom, however, is the discipline required to make the most of the lessons.
Students need to self-motivate in order to actually get the work done, especially in systems that
don’t require them to be present in some specific time or place. Teachers also need to be better
organized with contingencies should their students need additional explanation, again especially if
they are not teaching live and able to “read the room.”

As it turns out, there are a number of advantages when learning remotely. Here are just a few.

Flexibility. The top benefit of distance education is its flexibility. Students can choose when,
where, and how they learn by selecting the time, place, and medium for their education. For those
who want direct, live access to teachers there are video conferencing options. But for students who
may be doing their training around a job or other responsibilities, a more relaxed schedule may
work better. There are options to match virtually anyone’s needs.

And thanks to the proliferation of online learning options, there is a course structure on
practically any subject that a person would want to study.

Easy Access. Whether due to remote location or being differently-abled, some students lack
basic access to educational facilities. Remote learning programs offer every student the opportunity
to learn and improve themself in the environment they find the most effective.

Remote learning also opens up new horizons of education in terms of international
institutions. Major universities and trade schools the world over now offer recognized degrees,
certificates, and professional qualifications online to learners of all ages. Or motivated people can
get more basic certificates of completion everywhere from Udemy to Google Skillshop.

Less Cost. Thanks to the scalable nature of digital learning especially, distance learning is
driving down the cost of education. Online degrees are becoming almost commonplace, and there
are even accredited online-only universities that can eliminate expensive infrastructure overhead
and get straight to the teaching. Educators looking to adopt a remote learning system, it’s important
to know what kind of accreditation that system can bestow on your behalf or on the behalf of your
institution. For academic degrees or professional qualifications, recognition by outside regulatory
bodies will likely be necessary.

Schedule. As most distance learning systems are made to be fairly flexible in this regard, the
course schedule has a lot to do with its content and not the system. Still, it’s an important factor to
consider when choosing a course.

Conclusion. Remote education is certainly not a magic bullet and there will always be a place
for in-class learning. At the same time, distance learning still has a lot of untapped potential to reach
students where they are and connect educators and learners in new ways. From increased flexibility
to new learning styles, it seems that the future of learning will be as diverse in time and place as it
will be in thought.
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