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  Abstract : Modern youth neglects punctuation marks, considering them unnecessary in any 

correspondence, because writers try to communicate as quickly as possible, so they have no time to 

think about putting punctuation marks. I believe that it is important for a person, regardless of his 

age, to be able to use punctuation marks. When chatting on social networks, many of my classmates, 

as well as a certain part of the younger generation, do not use them. Many people don’t think that if 

we ignore punctuation marks, it will become difficult for people to convey their thoughts to someone, 

sentences will lose their meaning and become a simple set of words. The process of degradation will 

begin, humanity will regress, returning to the most ancient methods of communication: signs, 

gestures, drawings. 

          Key words: punctuation marks, correspondence, set of words, ignore, convey the idea, 

degradation, regress. 

 

 Analysis of correspondence of modern teenagers in order to understand and study the 

language of punctuation in the correspondence of modern youth, I asked my classmates to take a 

screenshot of their communication on social networks, because they correspond exclusively there. 

Nowadays you no longer see letters in envelopes; everyone prefers exclusively electronic 

correspondence. And this is a bit of a pity, because there is some kind of romance in writing a real, 

thoughtful letter. But you can’t argue with time, these are the realities of today. 

 After studying and researching these correspondences, I came to the conclusion that the 

guys choose words and use certain punctuation marks depending on who they are having an online 

conversation with. For example, when corresponding with teachers, my classmates almost always 

follow all the rules of punctuation and very rarely use emoticons. But in dialogue with friends or 

family, punctuation is often not given much importance. This justifies the time savings. 

 My research work on the analysis of punctuation in Internet conversations of modern 

teenagers showed that the most frequently used punctuation marks are question marks and 

exclamation marks. As for commas, guys use them very rarely. But in dialogues, this is the most 

common sign, since when addressing an interlocutor, the writer must highlight the word of address 

with commas. I also noticed that introductory words and participle and participial phrases are also 

not always highlighted by my peers when communicating on social networks. 

 When separating parts in complex sentences or listing homogeneous members of a sentence, 

I noticed that commas are also often ignored... 

 The period at the end of a sentence is also not so common. In most cases, phrases fly away 

without it. But sometimes modern students use the period to stop the dialogue. That is, the meaning 

of the period as a punctuation mark is changing in our time. If earlier it was used to delimit sentences 

in the text, now it is used to show that the interlocutor no longer wants to continue communication 

on a certain topic and thereby “put an end” to the dialogue. 

 As for the ellipsis, this is one of the most favorite signs in modern correspondence. And 

what’s most curious is that they can be endless. According to the rules of the Russian language, an 

ellipsis consists of three dots, but for today's interlocutors this is not the limit. In correspondence you 

can find ellipses that will occupy several lines. But I wonder what this is for? It’s simple, this “ellipsis” 

is used to show the mystery of the situation. 
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     As for other punctuation marks, such as dash, colon, semicolon, quotation marks and parentheses, 

I practically didn’t see them at all. 

 Laws and trends of modern Russian punctuation when communicating on social networks 

      With the advent of social networks, our speech has become more sloppy, people have stopped 

monitoring their literacy, “implying that sloppy speech is an indicator of spontaneous 

communication,” a desire to speak not correctly, but instantly. 

 Previously, for example, 10 years ago, people tried to write their message to another person 

as competently and correctly as possible. 

 They re-read each message several times before sending it and thought about whether they 

had placed all the commas correctly. But now the Internet does not play by these rules. The Internet 

has long changed many things in our lives, including grammar. People began to write as quickly and 

briefly as possible. 

      Properly placed commas can only be seen in articles. As for communication, everything happens 

completely differently. 

 Literacy is usually associated with politeness. But with the advent of virtual communication 

opportunities, a slight carelessness in a message began to be considered a polite attitude. 

As they write online: 

1) There is no period at the end of the sentence 

According to statistics, half of Internet users do not put a period at the end of a sentence. Moreover, 

the period carries a connotation of aggression; it has become equivalent to a harsh tone of 

conversation. By putting it, you are cutting off the conversation or showing your dissatisfaction. 

 Compare for example: 

- I'll go fishing this weekend! 

- OK 

Or 

— Will I go fishing this weekend? 

- OK. 

2) Several punctuation marks in a row 

The most “emotional” question marks and exclamation marks. There should be a lot in modern trends. 

- ??? 

- !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

3) Three dots 

Online it can mean anything from uncertainty to irony and sarcasm. To understand, it is worth paying 

attention to the context. 

4) Short messages. 

Teenagers write at least three words and press the Enter button. This suggests that the person is 

illiterate, he does not know how, or, indeed, does not know where to put this or that punctuation mark. 

-Hello 

-you can 

-remove what was assigned in biology 

-otherwise I wasn’t at the last lesson. 

The majority still writes this way. Two words and enter. And if you don't answer, some impatient 

individuals may spam you with question marks. 

 Smile as a punctuation mark 

     For the younger generation, emoticons have already become an integral part of the Internet 

language. In the modern world, emoticons are an indispensable attribute when communicating. They 

create more complete emotional communication. A smiley or in other words “emogram”, “emoticon” 
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(from the word “emotion”) is a stylized image of the facial expressions of a human face, implemented 

in pseudographics, in order to convey to the opponent the emotional mood of the speaker. 

 Of course, with the development of social networks, emoticons have become used much 

more often. After all, now it is not just a smiling face, but also many other images. Sometimes 

emoticons are used as an indicator of feelings in correspondence, for example, exclamation and 

question marks can be measured with the corresponding “faces”. The purposes of emoticons and 

punctuation marks are similar in many ways: they add emotion to messages. But can emoticons 

replace punctuation marks? This is a topic for a separate study... 

Why is punctuation needed? 

      To understand the whole picture of the problem with punctuation in modern correspondence, I 

turned to the origins of the meaning and emergence of punctuation marks in the history of the Russian 

language. 

Punctuation (from Latin punctum ‘dot’) is a set of punctuation marks and a system of developed and 

established rules for their use. And why is it needed? After all, we have letters. Why are the letters of 

the alphabet not enough to make what is written understandable to the reader? After all, words are 

made up of letters denoting the sounds of speech, and speech is made up of words. The fact is that 

pronouncing individual words one after another does not mean making what is spoken understood. 

 Punctuation marks come to the rescue. Thanks to them, we can, firstly, determine the 

boundaries of syntactic units, dividing the text into sentences, and complex sentences into simpler 

ones for better perception and understanding. Secondly, to color sentences emotionally, that is, to 

convey intonation. Thirdly, express thoughts accurately and specifically. 
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