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In the first centuries AD, many tribes settled on the Korean Peninsula. To the north of the
Hangan River are the tribes of “koguryo”, “ye” and others, to the South — “Mahan”, “chinkhan”. The
inhabitants of the peninsula raised domestic animals, hunted and fished fish, seafood. But their main
occupation was agriculture. They are millet, barley, rye and rice ekkan in the South. The sholikor was
responsible for the construction of irrigation facilities. In agriculture, iron was used as a labor weapon.
Farmers also engaged in handicrafts, spinning and weaving at the same time, sewing clothes from
oxen and silk fabrics.

The growth of production forces accelerates the erosion of primitive community relations, this
process occurs rapidly in the north, in an area with strong Chinese influence. References to early
Korean history were primarily given by Chinese authors.[1,32]

Although the Koguryo tribe is located in the amnokkan (Yalu) River Basin and is divided into
five seed groups, the process of property stratification occurs here quickly. From among the members
of the clan, the wealthy nobility — the “tega” - broke away and took power, leading their tribesmen to
subjugate neighboring tribes. The adjacent community areas were conquered by Koguryo and the
okcho and ye tribes were subjugated. The subjugated tribes paid tribute to Koguryo with grain, Boz,
otter fur and fish products, supplying slaves and women for the services of Koguryo nobles. [2,65]

Property inequality increases within the Koguryo tribe throughout the wars of conquest. At the
same time that the nobles were rich at the expense of military booty, the commoners of the tribe who
fought these wars for the nobility, seized their hard labor, became khonavayran and joined with the
poor part of the conquered tribes, forming a class of exploited — “poor courtiers” (khaho). But the
captains of the conquered tribes, united with the nobles of Koguryo, formed a single ruling class.
[3,43]

The period of the founding of the class society in Koguryo (2nd-3rd centuries) became eventful,
full of fierce class struggles. The oppression of the population by the nobility provoked a number of
popular uprisings. In such conditions, the ruling class entered the state structure as a weapon of
oppression of the masses under exploitation. In Koguryo, the state apparatus was controlled by the
king, and the military official nobles were divided into 12 categories according to their positions held
in administrative management. Laws were created to protect private property. For example, those
who committed the robbery were reduced to a guilty slave when the cattle was damaged, paying the
same damages with 12 large lovers. Although there are different opinions among Korean researchers
in the founding of the Koguryo state, it can be concluded that the process was completed in the 3rd-
4th centuries. In the 4th-5th centuries, the Koguryo state owned the entire northern part of the Korean
peninsula — from the lower reaches of the Hangan River to the Lyoudun Peninsula. [4,64]

The Pekche community was part of the Mahan tribal alliance, which conquered neighboring
communities and laid the foundation for its state in the 3rd-4th centuries, occupying the south-western
part of the Korean Peninsula. The boundaries of this state were laid out as far as the lower reaches of
the Hangan River and along the Kimgan River. [5,21]
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Some time later, by the 5th-6th centuries, the Silla state was formed as a result of the decay of
primitive communal relations in the tribes of the south-eastern part of the peninsula. The seat of this
state was the Saro or Sobol community, which settled on the site of the present-day city of Kyonchju,
and later established its rule over communities located in the Naktongan River Basin, also gaining
land in the center leading to the western shores of the peninsula. Thus, the territory of the Korean
Peninsula is divided between 3 states: Koguryo, Pekche and Silla, and in the future, struggles for the
unification of the country will be initiated on the requirements for the development of feudal society.
[6,24]

The socio-economic system of the three states is among the issues that have not been resolved
in science. Some Korean historians regard these three states as original slave states, and some
researchers as of great importance the oppression of dependent peasants by the feudal class under the
slave system.

The state organization takes the field as an active force in the establishment of private ownership
of the land of feudal lords. The state crushing apparatus played a decisive role in the dependence of
peasant communities. Now entire peasant communities have become dependent populations, paying
taxes and fees established in favor of the state, and also paying taxes from the state to a separate
feudal-official who has acquired “counties to feed” or land ownership. In Koguryo, the “Jewish”
system typical of feudal society is also common in Silla. The situation of the slaves also changes,
now it becomes impossible to kill them. In the early 6th century, the custom of killing 10 lab slaves
at the King's funeral in the Silla state is abolished by a special decree. Korean manuscripts report that
when Sadaham, the military chief of Silla, who suppressed the uprising of the subjugated Kaya
community in 558 ad, was given 200 hostages in the form of a reward, he would not enslave them
and release them as ordinary peasants. In order to strengthen their state, local nobles not only
assimilate the organizational forms of the state from China, but also accept ideas. Starting with the
spread of Confucianism in Korea in early AD, the ideas of the small obeying the Elder, the servant
obeying the master, were very much in the interests of the ruling class. A special Confucian training
school was established in Koguryo to train public officials. [7,56]

In conclusion, Buddhism also entered Korean States from China, playing an important role in
the formation of feudal society. Buddhism would be an ally in the struggle of all Korean nobles to
strengthen the feudal system, subjugate the masses of the people, with its centralized church
organization and the feudal lordship of the monasteries. Early Buddhist propagandist monks appeared
in Koguryo in 372, bringing with them many Buddhist scriptures, images of the Buddha. These
propagandist nuns are welcomed with joy at the Royal Court. Near Pyongyang, the construction of 2
huge Buddhist monasteries begins.

At the request of the king of Pekche, Buddhist propagandists from southern China are sent to
his capital in 384. The rulers of Pekche actively participated in the spread of Buddhism, and large
land-muks were given to Buddhist Rukhani.
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